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We are only 3 days into school but are already off to a 

SOARRing start! The building and classrooms look great after a 

lot of hard work from Brian Shiflett and Vickie Altenhofen over 

the summer. The teachers have put in a lot of time to make  

sure a great year gets off to a great start!  

 

First day of school excitement!  

On the first day of school the students and staff participated in a 

welcoming ceremony with new Superintendent, Mr. Phelps. The 

welcoming ceremony was focused on the presentation of the 

flag, our National Anthem, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

      

 

Upcoming Events 

August 29 

4 year old preschool begins 

August 30 

3 year old preschool begins 

 

Follow Keota Elementary 

on Facebook! 

Scan the QR code and use 

Facebook as another way to 

keep up with all of the great 

things taking place at Keota! 

 

A QR Code stores information in a 

block and dash format. To read the 

information one needs a QR Code 

reader (An app for a smartphone)  

http://www.keota.k12.ia.us/
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Meet the New Teachers of Keota Elementary! 

 

Left to right- Donna Stevens, Tanner Wenger, Kari Berg, Mikayla Vanden Berg, and Naomi Gretter  

Donna Stevens - My name is Donna Stevens, I am from Sigourney. I am looking forward to meeting the 

fifth and sixth grade students in my Reading class. I am very excited to be working here at Keota 

Elementary, because I previously worked in the here as a Substitute Teacher, and most recently as a 

Speech Pathologist Assistant. The school has a positive atmosphere. On every occasion I have always 

been treated with kindness and respect by every staff member I came into contact with. I am really 

excited to be joining the Keota Eagles and I plan to SOAR with them.  

Tanner Wenger - My name is Tanner Wenger and I am one of the new 5th grade teachers.  In addition to 

teaching 5th grade, I will also be teaching 6th grade science. The past two years, I taught 7th and 8th 

grade in a small school district much like Keota in northeast Iowa.  In my free time, you can find me 

spending time with my wife, cheering on the Iowa Hawkeyes, and doing just about anything outdoors. 

Kari Berg- My name is Kari Berg and I'm extremely excited to continue my teaching career in the Keota 

School District!  Over the past 11 years I've had the opportunity to teach at many different grade levels 

and have found the elementary level is where my heart is.  It's so wonderful to be part of a small 

community that genuinely cares about the well-being of all the students!  I'm ready for a great year this 

year and many more after that!    

Mikayla Vanden Berg- I am Mikayla Vanden Berg and I am extremely excited to start my teaching career 

at Keota Elementary. I grew up on a small farm in Albia, Iowa.  I will be getting married this October and 

will become Mrs. James.  I love to travel and do anything outdoors.  I am looking forward to this school 

year at Keota Elementary and I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year has in store for me. 

 

Naomi Gretter- My name is Naomi Gretter and I am excited to be teaching here at Keota this year!  I 

grew up in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin and graduated from Cornell College right here in Iowa. This will be my 

5th year teaching.  I have previously taught first grade and preschool. I live just outside Harper with my 

husband (Tim) and our three children (Blake-3rd grade, Bailey-2nd grade, and Becca-1st grade). 

   


